CONVERSION NN

WITH SO MANY CONDOMINIUMS planned
for Miami, it’s difficult to see how one can stand
out. But here it’s easy. Says Jo-Ann Forster,
Coldwell Banker's exclusive realtor for the con-
dominium conversion known as Ten Aragon:
“It’s already built. You can see it, smell it, taste
it. The neighborhood is not a promuse, it’s there.”
And it is sleek and happening.
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Unlike so many of Miami-Dade’s urban projects Text Anne Tschida
slated for areas that exist as fully functioning
neighborhoods only on paper, Ten Aragon, for-
merly a luxury rental building, and its surround-
ings are a reality. While the homes lining the
lovely tree-lined streets of Coral Gables, laid out
in the 1920s by George Merrick, have long
ranked among the most desirable residences in
Flonda, the commercial center has been under-
going a renaissance. Thats abundantly clear
when strolling out of Ten Aragon’s lobby, on
Aragon Avenue, one block from bustling
Miracle Mile.

The newly opened La Cuisine, showcasing the
latest in Italian cooking accoutrements, is next
door. The store sits across from the Fntz &
Franz Bierhaus, with its live music evenings that
only a few years ago were unknown to the City
Beautiful. Books & Books down the street
moved to its expanded space several years ago,
and boasts a large outdoor courtyard and bar,
also with live music nights. And fine restaurants
such as Cacao, helmed by star chef Edgar Leal,
and the award-winning Ortanique on the Mile,
are nearby.

And if youd rather not walk to any of these
places, or the art galleries or theaters, you can
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take the trolley. “The trolley here
takes 2000 people a day” says

Forster. If you do venture into . ; [_'*ﬁ
your car, says Greg Berger, man- . th
aging partmer of the Robert i

Martin Company —who with the LIVINGIXNING |

Prospect Capital Group have
developed the project—it means
you are “only 5 minutes from the ‘]
airport, 10 minutes from South i

Beach.”
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So while the neighborhood MASTER BEDROOM e J
clearly sells itself, what about QD7
the units? First of all Ten Aragon f =3 —-ﬂ7

remains faithful to Gables archi- MASTER BEDRCOM 3

tecture. With a Mediterranean-
style fagade, it climbs only ten
stories, making it an intimate
and warm living environment.

“It's a trophy property. We just
fell in love with it when we
saw it, ** Berger continues from
the firm’s headquarters in
Westchester County, New York.
“We fell in love with the archi-
tecture of the building, with the
location, with the City of Coral
Gables”

Plans of TEN Aragon have been varied to suit different needs. This unit, known as residence

five, consists of 1,654 square feet of indoor space and eight exposures on three sides.

Prices range from $280,000 to $340,000 for a one-bedroom
unit; $425,000 to $570,000 for a two-bedroom; and $600,000
to $700,000 for a three-bedroom residence. Under a million
for this corner of Coral Gables. A pool and lounge area, a fit-
ness center and a business center, and private balconies are
part of the package too.

Designer Charles Allem has put his chie,
modern stamp on the interiors.

The result: deep colors and subdued
- - - Ten Aragon also differs from the typical condominium, as it is
llglltlllg. crealing a I‘Dlil(‘(' to call home a truly mixed-use space. Didier Paris Hair Salon and Tarpon
Bend restaurant have already opened in the building, soon to be
joined by two other restaurants, Max’s Grill and the City Cellar
tE!X]'!(-'l‘il]lOlll n (ifllgint{'.(‘.rillg. Wine Bar & Grill. “There is just so much energy to it”" Berger
- : says. Plus, the building has 615 private parking spaces, which,
if you've tried parking in the Gables lately, is a luxury in itself.

rather than a high-tech

But if you think a Gables building means staid, think again.

Designer Charles Allem has put his chic, modem stamp on the “It’s got great views, a beautiful lobby, and you could buy it,
interiors. The result: deep colors and subdued lighting, creat- close it tomorrow, and move in the next day,” says Berger. So
ing a place to call home rather than a high-tech experiment in it’s litthe wonder that about 60 percent of Ten Aragon is already
engineenng. sold, with 50 units closed as of press time. [
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